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I always get a little nostalgic this time of years as college students are heading back to school. I really had a great experience at College. 

I went to a small Bible College just north of Washington D.C. called Washington Bible College. There I was given a solid foundation upon which all of my subsequent Biblical studies have been laid.

When I was in Bible College, one of my theological classes was harmartology/soteriology.

Harmartology is a term used to refer to the study of the theological investigation of sin. It deals with understanding the origin, nature, extent and consequences of sin.

Soteriology deals with salvation and its related issues. 

It really worked out great. The first half of the semester we covered sin which set up the second half, salvation, and our need for it.

The prof used the mid-term to finalize the portion on sin and the final just covered the portion on salvation.

The funny thing is though I got an “A” on the midterm (Sin) and a “B” on the final (Salvation). I don’t know what that says about me.

I mention this because this morning’s question has to do with sin.

The question is: “Am I a sinner by nature or by habit?”

I acutely have pulled out my old college text book; Basic Theology by Dr. Charles Ryrie to help me with this question.

I. To start with we need to define Sin

Sin has generally been defined as lawlessness. We see that in 1 John 3:4: “Everyone who sins breaks the law [God’s standards]; in fact, sin is lawlessness.” 

Sin has been defined as “ultimately anything in the creature which does not express, or which is contrary to, the holy character of the Creator.” 

In defining sin we must remember just how terrible sin is in the sight of a holy God. 

Habakkuk said it succinctly: “Your eyes are too pure to approve evil, and You can not look on wickedness with favor” (Hab. 1:13). 

And sin is so damaging that only the death of God’s Son can take it away (John 1:29).

John 1:29 “…Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!”

So now back to our question.

Am I a sinner by nature or by habit?

The short answer is yes!

We are (or at least were) sinners by nature because we have both inherited sin nature and sin has been imputed to us (I’ll define that in a bit).

And we are also sinners by habit through our personal actions and choices.

First, let’s look at what we mean by:

II. Inherited Sin Nature
 
Inherited sin is that sinful state into which all people are born.

Theologians have used several labels to describe this sin nature. 

(1) Some call it inherited sin. This emphasizes the truth that all people inherit this sinful state from their parents, and their parents from their parents, all the way back to Adam and Eve. 

(2) Others call it the sin nature, which focuses on the fact that sin has corrupted our entire nature. 

(3) Still others prefer the term “original sin” because Adam’s original sin produced that moral corruption of nature that has been passed on by inheritance to each succeeding generation.

A. Scriptural Evidence for our Inherited Sin

In Psalm 51:5 we read “Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my mother conceived me.”

This suggests that this sin nature is something we have from conception, not something acquired by actions during our lifetimes.

[Add statement on “age of accountability”]

Every facet of our being is affected by this sin nature. 

(1) Our intellect is blinded (2 Cor. 4:4). Our mind is reprobate or disapproved (Rom. 1:28). Our understanding is darkened, separated from the life of God (Eph. 4:18). 

(2) Our emotions are degraded and defiled (Rom. 1:21, 24, 26; Titus 1:15). 

(3) And our will is enslaved to sin and therefore stands in opposition to God (Rom. 6:20; 7:20).

i. This is where we get the concept of TOTAL DEPRAVITY

The English word “depravity” means perverted or crooked. 

This idea is found Romans 1:28. “Furthermore, since they did not think it worthwhile to retain the knowledge of God, he gave them over to a depraved mind, to do what ought not to be done.” 

Depravity means that alone we fail the test of pleasing God. 

ii. The concept of total depravity does not mean: 

(a) that every person is as wicked as he or she could; 

(b) that sinners do not have a conscience or a “moral awareness” concerning good and evil; or

(c) that depraved people do not perform actions that are good in the sight of others and even in the sight of God.

iii. Total depravity does mean: 

(a) that corruption extends to every facet of our nature and faculties; and 

(b) that there is nothing in anyone that can earn them a place before a righteous God.

Total depravity must always be measured against God’s holiness. 

Relative goodness exists in people. They can do good works, which are appreciated by others. 

All people, even the greatest of sinners have value and worth because they are created in the image of God. 

But on our own there is nothing anyone can do will gain salvation, merit or favor in the sight of a holy God.

A few weeks ago we looked at the question “Why do bad things happen to good people”. In that question the term “good people” was used in this relative goodness idea. 

Why did this bad thing happen to a relatively good person as compared to the relatively bad person who seems to be living the good life?

We know, as Jesus said in Mark 10:18 “No one is good--except God alone”. 

That is the result of the sin nature we are born with.

We are born with inherited sin and therefore are born spiritual dead.

Death always indicates a separation of some kind, so spiritual death means a separation from the life of God in this present life. 

If this sinful, unsaved condition continues unchanged throughout this life, then eternal death follows (Rev. 20:11-15).

Cut flowers illustrate living human beings who do good things but who nevertheless are spiritually dead. 

Is the blossom that has been cut from the plant alive or dead? 

At first it is beautiful and fragrant, and in combination with other cut flowers, it may grace the finest home, church, or occasion. 

It looks alive; it is useful; but it is in reality dead, for it has been severed from the life of the plant that produced it. 

But here’s the thing; it is not possible to give the flower new and eternal life.

Yet new eternal life is something God can give you if you believe in the Lord Jesus.

B. This Inherited Sin is handed down from one generation to the next and the next and the next. 

We inherit it from our parents as they did from theirs, and so on back to the first parents, Adam and Eve. 

After they sinned they could only propagate after their kind; that is, their children were sinners by birth (Gen. 4:1; Ps. 51:5; Rom. 5:12). 

This means that everyone born into this world is a sinner. 

All are equally sinful in God’s sight. 

So we are sinners by nature because of inherited sin. 

And we are also sinners by nature because of:
III. The Imputation of Sin
 
A. THE MEANING OF IMPUTATION

To impute means to attribute or reckon or ascribe something to someone, to apply to one’s account.

It means to transfer benefit or harm from one person to another. Unlike inherited sin there is no mediator between the two.

In Scriptures we find:
B. THREE BASIC IMPUTATIONS

We find three basic imputations, attributing’s or reckonings in the Bible.

i. The Imputation of Adam’s Sin to the Race (Rom. 5:12-21)

This is the transference of the sin and guilt of Adam directly to each one of his descendants. We’ll come back to this in a minute.

ii. The Imputation of Man’s Sin to Christ (2 Cor. 5:19; 1 Pet. 2:24)

This happened on the cross: 1 Peter 2:24 “He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, so that we might die to sins and live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed.” 

iii. The Imputation of Christ’s Righteousness to Believers (2 Cor. 5:21) 

2 Corinthians 5:21 “God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.” 

C. THE IMPUTATION (or transfer) OF ADAM’S SIN to us
i. The Central Passage (Rom. 5:12)

Look at:
Romans 5:12 “Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, and in this way death came to all men, because all sinned…” 

Two views here: 
1. Federal View, Adam as our representative, sin in our place, 
2. Seminal or Realistic View

Now, hold your finger here and turn over to:
Hebrews 7:8-10: “In the one case, the tenth is collected by men who die; but in the other case, by him who is declared to be living. 9 One might even say that Levi, who collects the tenth, paid the tenth through Abraham, 10 because when Melchizedek met Abraham, Levi was still in the body of his ancestor. 

Abraham is seen to contain in him his descendant Levi. In the same way Adam holds within himself all of his descendants therefore when he sinned we sinned with him.

Therefore when Paul says in Romans 5:12 “Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, and in this way death came to all men, because all sinned…” he is talking about the historical person of Adam and His act of sin in the garden.

In that one act all sinned.

All mankind was not just represented by Adam but was actually organically joined to Adam. 

Thus Adam’s sin and guilt was imputed, transferred, to each member of the human race because each member of the human race actually sinned in Adam when Adam sinned.

Imputed sin is transmitted directly from Adam to each individual in every generation.
Since I was in Adam, Adam’s sin was imputed to me directly, not through my parents and their parents. 

This contrasts with how the inherited sin nature is transmitted. 

Inherited sin comes to me from my parents, and theirs from their parents, and so on back to Adam. 

Inherited sin results in spiritual death.

But imputed sin results in physical death is the particular penalty connected with imputed sin (Rom. 5:13-14). 

Romans 6:23 “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

Romans 5:14-15
14 Nevertheless, death reigned from the time of Adam to the time of Moses, even over those who did not sin by breaking a command, as did Adam, who was a pattern of the one to come. 15 But the gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died by the trespass of the one man, how much more did God's grace and the gift that came by the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, overflow to the many! 

IV. What’s the Remedy?

First let’s look at the remedy:
A. FOR INHERITED SIN

We are sinners by nature because of inherited sin but we can be born again into a new nature with Christ.

Remember in John chapter 3? Nicodemus comes to Jesus in the night. 

Jesus says to him: John 3:3 “…I tell you the truth, no one can see the kingdom of God unless he is born again.”

Jesus goes on to say in John 3:5-7 “I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is born of water and the Spirit. 6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. 7 You should not be surprised at my saying, 'You must be born again.” 

Born of flesh, of Adam we are born in sin nature. But when we put our faith in Jesus Christ, we are born again—born of the Spirit.

We are born with a new nature!

Romans 6:18 “You have been set free from sin and have become slaves to righteousness.” 

Galatians 5:24 “Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the sinful nature with its passions and desires.” 

All that which belongs to the old life, including our sin nature have been crucified with Christ. 

Death always means separation; therefore, Jesus’ death separated us from the power of original sin. 

And God has given us His Holy Spirit to give us victory over sin in daily life.

Now let’s look at:
B. THE REMEDY FOR IMPUTED SIN

The remedy for imputed sin is the imputed, applied righteousness of Christ to our account. 

Romans 5:18-19
18 Consequently, just as the result of one trespass was condemnation for all men, so also the result of one act of righteousness was justification that brings life for all men. 19 For just as through the disobedience of the one man the many were made sinners, so also through the obedience of the one man the many will be made righteous. 

The moment we put our faith in Christ and the cross, Christ’s righteousness is transferred or imputed to that individual. 

As all are in Adam, so all believers are in Christ, and being in Him means that His righteousness (His right standing before God), is ours.

So are we are sinners by nature or by habit?

If we have put our faith in Christ, have been born again, redeemed by Christ, filled with the Holy Spirit, and given a new nature and the righteousness of Christ then we are no longer sinners by nature!

We are now sinners by habit, by choice!

So what do we do with our 
V. Continued Sin

Paul tells us in1 Corinthians 10:13 “No temptation has seized you except what is common to man. And God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you can stand up under it.” 

Here Paul reminds us that: 

(1) wrong desires and temptations happen to everyone, so don't feel you've been singled out; 
(2) others have resisted temptation, and so can you; 

(3) any temptation can be resisted because God will help you resist it. 

God helps you resist temptation by helping you 

(1) recognize those people and situations that give you trouble, 

(2) run from anything you know is wrong, 

(3) choose to do only what is right, 

(4) pray for God's help, and 

(5) seek friends who love God and can offer help when you are tempted. 

Running from a tempting situation is your first step on the way to victory. 

James writes in James 4:7 “Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you.” 

But when we do sin, the result of sin is the loss of fellowship. 

As believers we lose the enjoyment of that fellowship with God and His family when we sin. 

We are not expelled from the family for our sins, though we may lose some of the privileges of being in the family. 

But, when we confess and are forgiven, we are restored to fellowship.
For the unbeliever who receives Christ, that forgiveness covers all the guilt of his sins (Eph. 1:7).

Ephesians 1:7 “In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God's grace” 

For the believer, that forgiveness restores the enjoyment of fellowship in the family of God (1 John 1:9). 

In 1 John 1:9 in writing to believers John writes “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. 


Yes, we are, or should I say were, sinners by nature because we have inherited sin nature and sin has been imputed to us.

But the good news is that God loved so much that he sent His Son to give us new birth and power by the Holy Spirit not to sin and have full relationship with out creator!
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